
Mr. JM)es w. Langenbach 
Vice Prelidlnt and Oirec:tor, TMI 
GUP Nudeat, Inc. 
P.O.Box480 
Mlddlelown, PeMSYfvania 17057..()480 

July 15, 1999 

SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND ANDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT 
IMPACT- THREE MILE ISLAND NUCLEAR STATION, UNIT 2 (TMI-2) 
(TAC NO. MA5086) 

Dear Mr. Langenbach: 

Enc:loeed '-a rx:tf1Y of the •Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Signif�eant lmpacr 
notice related to your 8$)pllcation for exemption dated March 9, 1999. The proposed exemption 
would reduce the amount of Insurance to $50 million for onsite property damage coverage on 
the b8lis that the potential for significant release of radioactive material from TMI-2 has been 
eliminated due to the plant's permanently shutdown and defueled status. 

The asaesament Is being fOfW8rded to the Office of the Federal Register for publication. 

Sincerely, 

Or1g1na1 signed by T. Fredrichs for: 

•allu,ee H. Thonus, Project Manager .,_.-·1>ecommlsslonlng Section 
.-.__ dE Clfi1B\ Project Directorate IV & Decommissioning WI"' flU Division of Ucenslng Project Management 

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

Docket No. 50-320 

Enclosure: Environmental Assessment 

cc wlencf: See next page 
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Three Mile ltland Nuclear Station 2 

cc: 

Erie Epstein 
EFMR Monitoring Group 
2308 Btandywlne OrNe 
Harrisburg, Pemaylvanla 17112 

Mr. David J. McGoff 
Offic» of LWR Safety 1nd Technology 
NE-23 
U.S. Department of Energy 
Withington, DC 20545 

Mr. Wythe Keever 
The P1triot 
812 M1rket Street 
Harrisburg, Pennaytv1nia 17105 

Mr. Robert B. Borsum 
B&W Nuclear Technologies 
Suite 525 
1700 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, Maryland 20852 

Ms. Jane Lee 
183 V1iley Road 
Etters, Pennaylvanil 17319 

Mr. Walter W. Cohen, Consumer 
Advocate 

Department of Justice 
Strawberry Square, 14th Floor 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17127 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region Ill Office 
ATTN: EIS Coordinator 
841 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107 

Mr. Don Smith 
GPU Nuclear, Inc. 
P.O. Box480 
Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057 

Regional Administrator, Region 1 
U.S. Nuclear Regulataty Commission 
475 Allendale Rold 
King of PI'UIIia, Pennsylvania 19406-1415 

Or. Judith H. Johnsrud 
Environmental Coalition on Nuclear Power 
433 Or1ando Avenue 
Stile College, Pennsylvania 16801 

Ernest L. Blake, Jr., Esq. 
Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge 
2300 N Street. NW. 
Washington, DC 20037 

Chairperson 
Dauphin County Board of Commissioners 
Dauphin County Courthouse 
Front 1nd Market Streets 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 

Director 
Bureau of Radiation Protection . 
Department of Environmental Protection 
13" Floor, Rachel Carson State Office Bldg. 
P. 0. Box8489 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17105-8469 

Mr. Ad Crable 
Llneaster New Era 
8 West King Street 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania 17601 

Senior Resident lnspedor (TMI·2) 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
P. 0. Box 311 • 

Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057 

Mr. T. Gary Broughton 
GPU Nuclear, Inc. 
P. 0. Box480 
Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057 

Mr. Bill Hoffman 
Environmental Review Coordinator 
US EPA Region 3 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106-2029 



UNITEQ STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

GPU NUCLEAB. INC. 

pocKET NO. 50-320 

THREE MILE ISLANQ NucLEAR STATION. UNIT 2 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ANQ ANQINO OF 

NO SIGNIE!CANT IMPACT 

7590-01-P 

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commllllon (the Commllllon or NBC) Ia considering 

laauanee of an exemption from Title 10 of the Code of Federal Begylat!ooa (1 0 CFB) Part 50 for 

Facility Operating Ucenat No. DPB-73, laaued to GPU Nuclear, Inc. (GPUN or tht Ucenaee), 

for operation of the Three Milt Island Nuclear Station, Unit 2 (TMI-2), located In Dauphin 

�nty,Pen� 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

ldlntlflcat!on of tho Proposed Action: 

The propostd action would reduce the amount of onslte property lnaur&ne4t as required 

by 10 CFB 50.54(w), based on tho permanently shutdown status of TMI-2 and that the plant Ia 

In a aafe, Inherently stable condition suitable for long·term management and any threat to the 

health and safety of the public has been eliminated. The requested action would allow GPUN 

to reduce onslte Insurance coverage from $1.6 billion to $50 million. 

The proposed action ls In ac:eordance with the licensee's application for exemption 

dated March 9, 1999. 

Need for the Prooosed Action: 

The proposed action Is needed because the licensee's required Insurance coverage 

slgnlflcanUy exceeds the potential cost consequences of radiological Incidents possible at a 

permanently shutdown and defueled rllactor with over 99 percent of the fuel removed. 
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Envlroomentallmpactt of tbt PrODOIId Action: 

The CommJulon hal c:omplet.d Ita evaluation of the propoNd action and condudH 

that the llauanc:e of the propoHd exemption II an admlnilttatJva action and will not have any 

environmental Impact. TMI·2 pennanentJy eeued operatlonl following the March 28, 1m, 

ilcddent. The licensee maJntalns the facfnty In a aafe, atablt configuration to comply wtth the 

facfllty operating llcenu and the Commllllon'e rules and regulatlone. 

No change• are being made In the typea or amounta of any radiological affluentl that 

may be releued offaltt. There Ia no lnereue In occupational or public radiation expoetire. 

Accordingly, the Commlalon concludes that there are no eJgnifk:ant radiological envlronmental 

Impacts anoc:lated with the proposed action. 

With regard to potential nonradiologlcal lmpactt, the proposed action does not 1nvotve 

any historic altee. It does not affect nonradlologlcal plant effluenta and hal no other 

environmental impact. Therefore, there are no eignlflcant nonradiologlcal environmental 

lmpacta associated with the proposed action. 

Accordingly, the Commlaalon concludes that there are no significant environmental 

lmpacta associated with the proposed action. 

A!tomat!vos to the Proposed Action: 

The principal alternative to the action would be to deny the request thereby requiring the 

licensee to maJntaln Insurance coverage required of an operating plant (I.e., the -no action• 

alternative); euch an action would not enhance the protection of the environment Denial of the 

application would result In no change In current envlronmeptallmpac:ta. The environmental 

lmpactt of the proposed action and the alternative action are almllat. 

Altomat!vo U11 of Resources: 

This action does not Involve the uao of any resources not previously considered In the 

Programmatic Anal Environmental Statement Related to Decontamination and Disposal of 

-·· - ----·-.. --- ·- ----·-

•I 



. .  

·3-

�ctive Wut11 Resulting from the Match 28, 1978, Acddlnt • ThrH Mile Island Nudtar 

Station, Unit 2, SUpplement No. 3,1aautd In August 1888. 

Agenclu lnd PtCIOOI Contae11d: 

In accordance with Its atattd policy, on June 3, 1999, tht NRC staff conautttd wtth 

Pennaylvanla State otflclaJ, Stan Mlangl of the Pennayfvanla Department of Environmental 

PtOttctlon regarding the environmental Impact of the proposed action. The State offlc:l.tl had no 

com menta. 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

On the bull of the environmental aaaeaament, the Commlaalon concludes that tht 

proposed action wiD not have a significant Impact on the quality of the human environment. 

Ac:c:on:flngly, the Commlaslon has determined not to prepare an environmental impact 

atattment for the proposed action. 

For further details with respect to the proposed actlon, see the licensee's letter dattd 

March 9, 1999, which Ia available for public lnspectlon at the Commission'• Public Document 

Room, The Gelman Building, 2120 L Street tm., Washington DC, and at the local public 

document room located at the Government Publications Sectlon, State Ubrary of Pennsylvania, 

Walnut Street and Commonwealth Avenue, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

Dated at Rockville, Matytand, this 15" day of July 1999. 

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

3G�C..YcL ( .. 
Suzanne • Block, Deputy Director 
DMslon of Uctnslng Project Management 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
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